Health care in a changing society: the health services of Israel.
In the pre-State era, Israeli society displayed an "ascetic" orientation with emphasis on austerity and egalitarianism. The medical profession was influenced by the basic philosophy of the country and coped successfully with the country's health problems, mainly by lowering morbidity and mortality rates. With the emergence of the State of Israel, mass immigration of people with different backgrounds, cultures, and values occurred, and health problems of the disability, dissatisfaction, and discomfort type arose. The existing medical organizations were unable to handle them. The story of three such organizations is detailed in brief: the first medical school in Jerusalem, the greatest supplier of curative services--the workers' sick fund (Kupa Holim), and the Ministry of Health. Their impact on the health services of the country is described. These services are splintered into numerous self-contained authorities and an understanding of the overall needs is lacking. This state of affairs reflects the antagonistic interests of the political powers behind the various health agencies. A concensus within the health field on the nature of the problems and their solution could be reached if the health organizations accepted a broader philosophy of health, comprising its somatic, mental, and social aspects, and if they commit themselves to applying this philosophy in their activities. This may lead to considerable changes in medical education, more attention being focused on the social functions of medicine than on medical technology; health care would become more comprehensive and would cover all aspects of health in its preventive, curative, and rehabilitative stages. Failure to meet the health needs of the changing society will constitute a false reading of the public pulse. Of late, the voices demanding the conquest of social diseases and the attainment of health in its broadest sense are becoming more and more audible.